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This webinar includes:

• Why, how and when to observe.

• How to measure progress.

• Cambridge Early Years Check 
Together.

• What you need to know.

• Working with parents.

• Observation cycle.

• Apply knowledge gained.

• Observations in practice.



Poll



Why we observe

• For the children

• For planning 

• Monitor progress

• Partnership working



Think of a child.



How to observe.

• Visually

• Speaking 

• Notes

• Formal, written observation

• Tick sheet/checklist/rubric

• Playing with children

• From a distance



How do you currently support this child with your observation 
and assessment process?



When to observe.

• Continual process

• Child-initiated play

• Guided play

• Adult-led activity

• Include changes, transitions and 
routine

• Teaching resources – Listen and 
observe

• School Support Hub 



Could you make some different observations or use different 
assessment methods?



How to measure progress

• Tracking/rubric

• Play 

• Communication 

• Cambridge Early Years Check 
Together



Cambridge Early Years Check 
Together 

• Check Together is our story-based 
digital assessment.

• It’s designed to support our curriculum, 
covering early literacy, numeracy and 
social & emotional development .

• It helps measure each child’s starting 
point of ability. And their progress through 
the year.

• We recommend using it alongside 
your observational assessment in the 
classroom .



How does it work?

• The teacher sits with the learner and 
guides them through the different 
activities.

• In most cases, the learner answers 
the questions by pointing at the 
screen or saying the answer aloud.

• The teacher marks each answer right 
or wrong.



Examples - Literacy



Examples - Mathematics



Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)



Check Together can be used twice per year
Shortly after the learner starts, and again at the end of the year.

The reports show the progress the child has made during the year.



Check Together Pupil Report



Check Together Question Level report



Do you know what stage they are currently at?



What do I need to know?

• Child development

• The child

• When to observe

• Communication 



Working with parents.

• Parents know their child best.

• Reflect: 
• How do you share information with 

parents?

• How do you involve parents in their 
child’s learning?

• What do you do with parental 
information?

• What else could you do?



What else could you do to help the child’s development 
progress?



What happens next?



Make a difference through your observations and assessments.



Observations in practice. 

• What do you do next to support children’s 
progress?

1. A child is playing with some blocks, 
trying to build a car but it keeps 
collapsing.

2. At drop off, a parent reports that at the 
weekend the family went to a wedding.

3. A group of children often role-play 
outside, frequently being builders in the 
sand pit.

4. Whilst playing with a child, you struggle 
to understand what the child is saying.



Cambridge Pathway

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-early-years/


Professional Development support

• If you’re looking for early years professional 
development, scan the QR code and explore our 
calendar.

• Our next 'Getting to know Cambridge Early 
Years' webinar will take place on the 15th May.

• We also offer ‘Preparing to teach’ PD focussing on 
our resources here. 

Or visit: https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/professionaldevelopment

https://www.cambridge.org/education/subject/early-childhood-education/cambridge-early-years/cambridge-early-years-early-years-international-preparing-teach-online-masterclass-self-study?isbn=9781009538701&format=DW
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support-and-training-for-schools/professional-development/professional-development-calendar/?qualification=Cambridge%20Early%20Years
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/professionaldevelopment


Further support for measuring learner 
progress

Teaching resources

School support hub

https://www.cambridge.org/kr/education/subject/early-childhood-education/cambridge-early-years
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support-and-training-for-schools/support-for-teachers/school-support-hub/
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Thank you!
Learn more about Cambridge Early Years today:

www.cambridgeinternational.org/earlyyears

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-early-years/
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/earlyyears
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